
 

 
Haddonfield, NJ 

Shade Tree Commission  
December 20, 2016 

 
Opening:  Robin Potter opened the meeting with a reading of the “Sunshine Law” statement at 8:00AM.  

STC members Robin Potter, Ralph Ciallella, Scott McElhone, Jane Berkowitz, and Deb Troiani as 
well as Foreman Bill Ober were present.   

 
Minutes Review: November 15th and 30th minutes were reviewed and approved. 
 
Community Comment:  

● Matt Ritter, 227 Chestnut St.  Requests pruning or removal of a tree leaning toward his house.  
Bill will take a look to see what he recommends and will contact Matt. 

● Jason Schaffer, 61 Kings Highway West.  Wishes to plant a tree at his address. 
 
Correspondence:  None. 
 
Borough Construction   

Public Construction Projects: 
 American Water would like Robin to let them know what compensatory trees are due for the 

removal of a willow oak at the Coles Mill pump station. 
Private Construction Projects: 

● 211 E. Cottage.  Jason Schaffer, Richard Hoff, and Rick Clemson will 
prepare and send a letter documenting the following changes discussed at this meeting:  
Adding two private trees numbers 7 and 2 on the plan to the protected list, requiring 
temporary tree protection fencing over the concrete pad until the pad is removed, 
installing the construction fencing once the pad has been removed, protecting street tree 
F4 to within two feet of the proposed driveway, and moving the sidewalk closer to the 
house to expand the park strip for future planting. 

● 330 S. Hinchman.  As the amended plan submitted before the December 
Planning Board meeting was inaccurate, Robin reported that the Planning Board again 
deferred consideration to the January meeting.  The STC also discussed a subsequent 
plan, submitted to the Borough Construction Office on December 14, 2016.  The plan 
represented the current site situation correctly.  However, based on the developer’s 
performance at the site to-date, Robin recommended removal of the 48” maple since its 
critical root zone can not be protected from construction damage.  Bill Ober also stated 
his concerns that the tree could be destabilized during the construction and become 
hazardous to either workers on site or the Hinchman neighbor.   The STC voted to 
approve a new resolution reflecting this discussion. 

● Todd Day suggests Remington and Vernick will conduct tree inventories 
at applicant’s expense.  Plans should go to Remington and Vernick before coming to us.  
Robin will meet with Todd to work out the requirements. 

 



 

 
Old Business 

● DPW Matters.   Second tree removal contract has begun.  Friendly will be grinding stumps.  
Total removals contracted plus DPW will be around 200. 

● Spring Planting.  We may need to tag/locate a few more trees. 
● CFMP. Scott is working with Paul Cowrie to get the report for the January Commissioners’ 

Meeting. 
● CSIP. Report was filed.  The state forester visited all trees that were planted.  After closing 

this grant we may be able to apply for money for takedowns. 
● Branch Managers.  Robin and Jane trained nine new people.  Jane sent the work session 

schedule out to Branch Managers.  Scott plans to advertise our work to TD Bank’s 
volunteers. 

 
Meeting adjourned at 9:40 AM                                                                  Submitted by Deb Troiani 
CC:   Commissioner Moscatelli, Administrator McCullough, Borough Clerk Bennett, STC 

members 


